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Fall Classes • 2016
July 11 • registration opens
August 29 • classes begin
December 10 • performance festival

Winter/Spring Classes • 2017
November 7 • registration opens
January 9 • classes begin
June 11 • performance festival
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CHAW provides a comprehensive and sequential 
art experience that builds skills, fosters a love of 
arts, and expands artistic expression. Experienced 
and dedicated teaching artists encourage students 
to dream big, focus hard, and commit with passion 
while investigating a wide array of processes and 
techniques designed to nurture artistic develop-
ment and meet students where they are. Each 
teaching artist tailors lessons to student age and 
skill level.

adventures
Birth–PreK 5 year olds
Art, music, and movement based play

explorations
K–2nd graders 
Performing and studio arts classes

excursions
3rd–5th graders
Performing and studio arts classes

intensives
6–8 graders
Leadership training and specialized classes

institutes
9–12 graders
Independent studies and internships

Classes are organized by day, age, studio, and 
teaching artist. Projects, performances, themes, and 
processes vary from class to class and semester to 
semester, so there are always new techniques to 
learn, fresh and creative ideas to pursue, and skills 
to build upon, no matter which studio you
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in all disciplines and projects in each studio rotate 
from semester to semester, so no matter where your 
child enters the program — as a longtime YAP par-
ticipant, brand new student, or somewhere in-be-
tween — there will be an appropriately paced class 
that will feel both safe and challenging.

All classes teach and reinforce arts fundamentals 
while nurturing personal artistic growth through:
• Foundational skills building
• Creative exploration
• Critique
• Demonstration and Performance
• History and Process
• Collaborative and Independent Projects
• Community building

visual arts
An exploration of art and design concepts, styles, 
and inspiration found throughout history provides 
a rich context for student discovery and develop-
ment in 2 and 3-dimensional media. Choose from a 
drawing and painting, sculptural or mixed media 
emphasis. Projects in all classes encourage creativ-
ity and imagination while providing foundational 
knowledge and skill building using a wide variety 
of traditional and contemporary techniques and 
materials.

ceramics
Create functional and sculptural works of art in clay 
utilizing the processes of hand building using coils 
and slabs, wheel throwing for advanced classes, 
and extended decorative techniques. Careful con-
sideration of forms, designs, and uses, along with 
excellent craftsmanship are emphasized.

photography
Foundational digital and darkroom processes 
combined with exploration of extended and exper-
imental photographic techniques are the basis for 
building an expressive toolbox that invites students 
to develop a creative vision, spatial literacy, and a 
compelling narrative through photography.

recreational dance
Expect an emphasis on fun, fitness and expression 
while learning the styles and steps found in many 
popular and social dance forms.

applied dance
A focus on development of proper technique and 
performance practices in ballet, tap, modern and 
jazz enables students to perfect skills through a 
series of sequential class levels.

music
Private instruction, small ensembles, group classes 
and expanded musicianship classes in ear training, 
composition, history, theory’

integrated arts and humanities
Arts and literature-based inquiry featuring a range 
of activities and projects exploring themes, stories, 
crafts, cultures and ideas that encourage students 
to engage expansively and creatively with the 
world around them.
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Can my child register for class even if she doesn’t 
meet the minimum age requirement?
CHAW maintains a strict age policy so that curriculum 
for each class is developmentally appropriate for all 
the students in a class.  Every child deserves to be set 
up for success with activities provide the right balance 
of challenge and comfort.

Do you have discounts?
CHAW offers a 10% off the registration of equal or 
lesser value of any sibling after one child in a family is 
registered at the regular tuition.  CHAW also offers a 
10% discount to Military families.

How does tuition assistance work?
Tuition assistance is awarded on need, not family 
income level. Tuition assistance forms are submitted 
with your registration and typically processed within 
1-3 business days. You will receive notification via 
email and US mail of your assistance amount.  Once 
your acceptance letter is returned and arrangements 
for the payment of any balance are made, your child 
will be registered for class.

Can I register late?
Yes, with instructor permission. Tuition will be prorat-
ed from the first class.

If my child can’t come to all of the classes, do I 
have to pay the full amount?
Yes, a spot has been reserved for your child regardless 
of whether he or she attends.

My child has a learning disability. Can she attend 
CHAW?
CHAW makes every effort to meet students where 
they are and will work closely with parents and 
teachers to ensure each student has the opportunity to 
succeed. To find out whether our classes are a good fit 
for your child please contact education@chaw.org

Can my child attend another class as a make-up?
Music Together students may attend 2 alternative 
classes per session pending space availability. Please 
see Little Steps Music policy page for more details. 
Students in a CHAW class may not attend an alterna-
tive class as a make-up.

How do refunds work?
If a class has insufficient enrollment, CHAW re-
serves the right to cancel the class. We will then 
refund all tuition payments. If a student wishes 
to withdraw from a class, notice must be made to 
CHAW in writing.

What is village time?
Village is our central gathering place for students 
when they are not in class. There is no additional fee 
for village time but students must be enrolled in an 
after school class to be eligible. Village time is when 
students can have a snack, do homework, play games, 
make crafts or participate in special art projects led by 
guest teaching artists.

Can your van come to my school?
Vans routes are determined by enrollment of students 
at CHAW from a school and proximity of the school 
to CHAW.  We are able to provide van service to most 
schools on Capitol Hill. All Around Transportation is a 
local van service that can be arranged directly by par-
ents for schools that are not on the CHAW route.

Can I visit my child’s class? 
In most instances, yes.  Applied dance parents should 
check first with their child’s teacher as individual stu-
dio policies vary.

Can my child and I visit a class before signing up.
Yes. Just let us know when you’d like to come.
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your friendly neighborhood 
arts center. 
Open to all people looking for 
a little more connection and 
creative expression in their lives, 
and the lives of their children, 
CHAW offers a dynamic curric-
ulum of classes, performances, 
and exhibitions lead by profes-
sional artists and teachers. We 
meet students where they are 
to learn new skills and develop 
a unique artistic voice by creat-
ing dance, theater, music, art, 
ceramics, and photography in 
community with their peers.

At CHAW, students makemore 
than art. They build Confidence,
Creativity and Community.
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